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Brightly coloured volumes and angular forms characterise this nursery in the Czech Republic, which was designed by Czech studio Architektura to echo
childhood playfulness.

Located in Riéany, atown in the Prague-East District, the Vétrnik Kindergarten features a gym, garden, classrooms and a playground, spread across
coloured blocks that branch out from a central white structure.

https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/12/architektura-vetrnik-kindergarten-czech-republic/ 112


https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/12/architektura-vetrnik-kindergarten-czech-republic/
https://www.dezeen.com/author/katielast/
https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/12/
https://play.ad-auris.com/?utm_source=dezeen&utm_medium=ad_auris_audio_widget&utm_campaign=audience_capture&utm_content=AA-logo
https://www.dezeen.com/tag/kindergartens/
https://www.dezeen.com/tag/czech-republic/
https://static.dezeen.com/uploads/2023/02/vetrnik-kindergarten-architektura-architecture-education-nurseries-czech-republic-children_dezeen_2364_hero.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=507209817137444&href=https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/12/architektura-vetrnik-kindergarten-czech-republic/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?via=dezeen&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dezeen.com%2F2023%2F02%2F12%2Farchitektura-vetrnik-kindergarten-czech-republic%2F&text=Architektura%20draws%20on%20%22children%27s%20spontaneity%22%20for%20V%C4%9Btrn%C3%ADk%20Kindergarten%20in%20Czech%20Republic
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/12/architektura-vetrnik-kindergarten-czech-republic/&title=Architektura+draws+on+%22children%27s+spontaneity%22+for+V%C4%9Btrn%C3%ADk+Kindergarten+in+Czech+Republic
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/12/architektura-vetrnik-kindergarten-czech-republic/&title=Architektura%20draws%20on%20%22children%27s%20spontaneity%22%20for%20V%C4%9Btrn%C3%ADk%20Kindergarten%20in%20Czech%20Republic
https://tumblr.com/widgets/share/photo?canonicalUrl=https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/12/architektura-vetrnik-kindergarten-czech-republic/&title=Architektura+draws+on+%22children%27s+spontaneity%22+for+V%C4%9Btrn%C3%ADk+Kindergarten+in+Czech+Republic
whatsapp://send?text=https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/12/architektura-vetrnik-kindergarten-czech-republic/
https://static.dezeen.com/uploads/2023/02/vetrnik-kindergarten-architektura-architecture-education-nurseries-czech-republic-children_dezeen_2364_col_10.jpg
https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/12/hello-sunshine-japanese-bbq-sushi-karaoke-bar-frank-architecture/
https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/12/beige-home-interiors-lookbooks/

9:12 ,15.2.2023 Architektura creates colourful Vétrnik Kindergarten in Czech Republic

dezeen Q

000 00

T e =

‘ME:1ﬂHuJﬂwL“
sl W1 ﬁﬁlnn

o

Brightly coloured blocks contain classrooms

Each of Vétrnik Kindergarten'’s brightly coloured blocks holds a classroom, while the rest of its facilities are contained within the main white cube.

"The children themselves were essential - their games, movement, vision, and scale,” added Kraus. "Children’s spontaneity, disorganisation,
unpredictability, purity, curiosity, and optimism impacted the design.”
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The entrance is intended to evoke a spaceship

Vétrnik Kindergarten'’s street-facing facade has an entrance that is intended to resemble a spaceship, alongside a living wall that Architektura hopes
will grow and thicken to cover the entire elevation.
Through the entrance, visitors and students are welcomed by an atrium in the white central structure. Offices and other practical facilities are also

included in this central block.
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Alarge net for play spans the entrance atrium, supported by tree trunks. The area underneath this serves as a community space that can accommodate
music, theatre, and exhibitions.

Branching out from the atrium are the individual classrooms, which are connected to the garden and topped with square-shaped skylights.
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some of which are bordered by coloured frames. Angled columns and brightly

Architektura creates colourful Vétrnik Kindergarten in Czech Republic
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s classrooms also feature triangular windows,

k Kindergarten’
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coloured floors allow the playful design of the building to continue inside.
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A play net is supported by tree trunks
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The classrooms feature coloured floors

"The effort was to design a living area, full of entertainment attractions, climbing frames, game elements, a kind of landscape of children’s fantasy,
maybe even an amusement park,” said Kraus.

"We wanted to build an object for children that is not an institution, it is playful and will enable the development of creativity.”
Other nurseries recently featured on Dezeen include a nursery and forest school made from natural materials and a Paris nursery made from adobe.
The photography is by Filip é]apa].

Read more: Architecture | Czech Republic | Education | Designs for children | Kindergartens
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Johnson Fain completes curvilinear First Americans Museum after decades of work
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Jenna McKnight | 13 February 2023

4 comments

Listen to this story: Johnson Fain completes curvilinear First American...
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Curved buildings and a massive earthen mound feature at a museum in Oklahoma that was designed by architecture studio Johnson Fain over two
decades ago and is finally complete.

The First Americans Museum (FAM) aims to educate the public on the cultures and histories of the 39 Native American tribes that exist in Oklahoma
today. It is located in the state’s capital, Oklahoma City.
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Corten steel cladding references red-toned earth found in Oklahoma

The project was in the making for over two decades. In 1997, Johnson Fain was commissioned to assist with site selection and programming, and in
2000, the studio was hired to design the museum. Construction began in 2006, but was halted in 2012 due to a funding shortfall.

Work resumed in 2016. The museum finally opened in 2021, with limited changes made to the original design.
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I'ne overall site and Individual bulldings are curvilinear — a design move Inspired by the circular and holistic way ot thinking tnat 1s prevalent 1n INative
American cultures. Circles relate to the rotation of the earth, the changing seasons, and the overall cycle of life, the team said.
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"The natural world is at the heart of the First Americans’ experience, both physically and spiritually,” the team said.

"”As opposed to a museum conceived around conventional notions of form and sequence, FAM acknowledges the elements of nature — earth, wind,
water, and fire.”

Read:
Morphosis completes terracotta-clad Orange County Museum of Art

The building portion of the site - which totals 175,000 square feet (16,258 square metres) - features two arched structures that hug a central, rounded
courtyard. A third structure arches away from the courtyard and toward the sunken lawn to the west.

Exterior walls consist of glass and pale-toned metal. Corten steel accents mimic the red-coloured earth found in Oklahoma.

Roofs are lifted and sloped to “recall the appearance of wings on a soaring bird, or a First American feather fan,” the architects said.
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changing or the seasons.

"The entire project was designed to align with the cardinal directions and serve as a cosmological clock, commemorating and honouring the special
times of equinox and solstice,” the team said.

Circular shapes feature throughout the building

Upon entering the museum, visitors step into the Hall of the People, which is enclosed within a prismatic glass volume rising 110 feet (34 metres). Its
form draws upon the grass lodges built by the early Wichita people.

The glazed structure is supported by 10 columns that "represent the 10 miles per day that native people were forced to walk during the expulsion from
their lands”, the team said.
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The interior spaces have a concrete floor finish

The remainder of the museum holds galleries, a theatre, a shop, dining space and other services.
Interior finishes include warm-toned wood, concrete flooring and fabrics with colourful patterns. Rounded shapes were chosen over straight lines.

"Arcs and circles appear throughout in the form of millwork, seating elements and railings — in harmony with the Native American belief that right

angles trap the spirit,” the team said.

Wood details add warmth to the interior
The circular theme is also manifested in the site’s earthen berm, which evokes the mounds once built by Indigenous people in the US.
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The museum’s site looks much different today than it did for much of the 20th century, when crude oil was being extracted there. The oilfield was
decommissioned in the 1980s, and dozens of capped oil wells were left in place.
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The museum’s design references Native American beliefs and traditions
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Other projects inspired by Native American culture include a Washington ferry terminal that was designed by LMN Architects and built on a sacred
waterfront site. The studio worked with the Coast Salish tribes to create the building, which takes the form of a traditional longhouse.

The photography is by Scott McDonald, Mel Willis and McNeese Studios.

Project credits:

Design architect: Johnson Fain

Johnson Fain team: Scott Johnson, William H. Fain, Jr., Juan Carlos Begazo, James (Jed) Donaldson, Daniel Janotta, Suma Spina, Craig Lawrence
Associate architect: Hornbeek Blatt (now ADG|Blatt)

Hornbeek Blatt team: David Hornbeek, Anthony J Blatt

Landscape architect: Hargreaves Jones

Culture and heritage advisor: Don Fixico

Structural engineer: Arup, KFC Engineering, Nabih Youssef Associates

Civil engineer: Benham Group, Cardinal Engineering

MEP engineer: Darr & Collins, Stantec

Audio visual: BBI, Ford Audio Video, Waystone

Acoustics: Veneklasen Associates

Furniture, fixtures, equipment: Beck Design

Lighting designer: Lighting Design Alliance, David Weiner Design
Wayfinding: Harriet Spear Studio

Artist: Ramona Sakiestewa

Exhibition designer: Ralph Appelbaum Associates, Storyline Studio

Concept exhibition design: Andrew Merrill Interpretive Planning and Design
Institution and cultural programming: Lord Cultural Resources
Construction manager: Centennial Builders

Program manager: ADG, Omes

Read more: Architecture | USA | Museums | Oklahoma | Cultural
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The Holcim Awards 2023 competition is now open for entries
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Dezeen staff | 13 February 2023

Promotion: non-profit organisation Holcim Foundation’s awards programme invites designers and architects to submit sustainable design projects
that "exemplify the most innovative practice in sustainable construction”.

The Holcim Awards 2023 is calling on professionals in the design industry to submit real-world projects before 30 March 2023 that lead the way in
promoting a sustainable built environment.

Independent expert judges will evaluate the submitted projects based on Holcim Foundation's sustainability goals that the organisation believes drives
change.

Jury chairs include founder and director of African Futures Institute, Lesley Lokko; founding partner at Snghetta, Craig Dykers; founding partner at
Morphogenesis, Manit Rastogi; founder of Ecosistema Urbano, Belinda Tato; and founder of Tatiana Bilbao Studio, Tatiana Bilbao.
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The awards programme has run for two decades

The judges in the European category include head of Anupama Kundoo Architecture, Anupama Kundoo and founding partner at Snohetta, Kjetil
Treedal Thorsen.

Among the judges in the Africa category include principal architect at cmDesign Atelier, Tosin Oshinowo and principal at Aziza Chaouni Projects, Aziza

Chaouni.

Judges who are accessing North American projects include principal and director of Integration at HKS, Julie Hiromoto and partner at Lateral Office,
Lola Sheppard.
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Independent expert judges will evaluate the submitted projects based on Holcim Foundation’s sustainability goals
With the competition, Holcim Foundation aims to raise awareness of the urgency to accelerate systematic change in the construction industry to
"ensure a future built environment in which both people and planet can thrive”.

The foundation believes that the industry must make wide-scale changes to quickly progress on issues such as climate change, the global housing crisis
and ecosystem restoration.

The competition offers prize money of one million USD, split between the five regions, with $200,000 USD available in each region for the Gold, Silver,
Bronze, and Acknowledgement prizes.
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The awards programme invites architects to submit sustainable design and construction projects

"This is your chance to be recognized as a leader in sustainable design and construction, and to inspire others to follow in your footsteps,” said the
Holcim Foundation.

"The Holcim Awards competition for Sustainable Construction is a global platform that provides an opportunity for architects, engineers and urban
planners to share how they are putting their innovative ideas into practice,” said executive director at Holcim Foundation, Laura Viscovich.

"We are looking forward to receiving submissions from around the world, and to seeing how these projects will contribute to a more sustainable built
environment.”
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The competition is open until 30 March

The Holcim Awards has run for two decades and previous winners of the award include architects Diébédo Francis Kéré, Alejandro Aravena and Wang
Shu.

The competition is open for entries until 30 March 2023, and the winners will be announced in person during an event on 18 November 2023 at the
18th International Venice Biennale of Architecture: The Laboratory of the Future.

Partnership content
This article was written by Dezeen for Holcim Foundation as part of a partnership. Find out more about Dezeen partnership content here.
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Lesley Lokko recognised in King Charles ITI's New Year ... Architecture project of the year is "a place of inclusion” ...
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Watch our Architecture Project Talk about Coral Pavilion by ... Tosin Oshinowo creates village in Nigeria for community ...

000 00

https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/13/holcim-foundations-2023-awards-programme/ 6/10


https://www.dezeen.com/2023/01/03/lesley-lokko-new-year-honours-2023/?li_source=base&li_medium=bottom_block_1
https://www.dezeen.com/2022/12/05/dezeen-awards-2022-argo-contemporary-art-museum-and-cultural-centre-asa-north-movie/?li_source=base&li_medium=bottom_block_1
https://www.dezeen.com/2022/12/05/architecture-project-talk-coral-pavilion/?li_source=base&li_medium=bottom_block_1
https://www.dezeen.com/2022/07/14/tosin-oshinowo-boko-haram-nigeria-united-development-programme/?li_source=base&li_medium=bottom_block_1
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=507209817137444&href=https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/13/holcim-foundations-2023-awards-programme/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?via=dezeen&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dezeen.com%2F2023%2F02%2F13%2Fholcim-foundations-2023-awards-programme%2F&text=The%20Holcim%20Awards%202023%20competition%20is%20now%20open%20for%20entries
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/13/holcim-foundations-2023-awards-programme/&title=The+Holcim+Awards+2023+competition+is+now+open+for+entries
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/13/holcim-foundations-2023-awards-programme/&title=The%20Holcim%20Awards%202023%20competition%20is%20now%20open%20for%20entries
https://tumblr.com/widgets/share/photo?canonicalUrl=https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/13/holcim-foundations-2023-awards-programme/&title=The+Holcim+Awards+2023+competition+is+now+open+for+entries
whatsapp://send?text=https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/13/holcim-foundations-2023-awards-programme/
https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/13/15-minute-city-mp-attack-nick-fletcher/
https://www.dezeen.com/2023/02/13/he-brussels-warehouse-conversion-apartment-raw-and-natural-materials/

9:13,15.2.2023 The Holcim Awards 2023 competition is now open for entries

dezeen Q=

b leMte -

CmDesign Atelier creates minimal beach house on Lagos peninsula Tosin Oshinowo chosen to curate Sharjah Architecture Triennial

Lesley Lokko to become first Black curator of Venice ... Lesley Lokko wins 2020 RIBA Annie Spink Award
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