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US Building of the Week

The Schiff House Daycare Center at the City College of New
York

Michielli + Wyetzner Architects

15. November 2021

Photo: Alexander Severin

Originally built as a gatehouse for the Manhattanville College of the Sacred Heart, the century-old Schiff
House now serves as daycare center for the City College of New York. Stone outside and wood inside, the
small building was renovated by Michielli + Wyetzner Architects and opened in 2020. The architects
answered a few questions about the project.

Project: The Schiff House Daycare Center at the City College of New York, 2020
Location: New York, NY, USA
Client: City University of New York
Architect: Michielli + Wyetzner Architects
« Design Principals: Michael Wyetzner, Frank Michielli
« Project Architect: Deborah Balters
+ Project Team: Tyler Duncan, Amy Atzmon

Structural Engineer: Hage Engineering
MEP/FP Engineer: GC Eng and Associates
L

: Joanna Pertz L A
Lighting & Interior Design: Michielli + Wyetzner Architects
Ci : Innis Construction C /olmar Construction

Site Area: 5,000 sf
Building Area: 2,500 sf

Photo: Alexander Severin

What were the of g the for this project?
We submitted a response to an RFP (Request for Proposals) as part of our term contract with the City University of
New York (CUNY).
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Please provide an overview of the project.

The new 3,000-square-foot Schiff House Daycare Center is intended to serve the children of the students and faculty
of the City College of New York. Built in 1912, the neo-Gothic stone house is located at the corner of West 133rd
Street and Convent Avenue, on what is known as the South Campus. The renovation encompassed the entire
interior, a restoration and upgrade of the exterior, as well as a new playground in the rear yard.

To preserve valuable square footage, disparate floor heights were raised to the same level to provide ADA
compliance without unwieldy and extensive ramps on the interior. Instead, new ramps were added at the exterior
leading to the main entrance, and from the foyer to the playground in the rear.

Photo: Alexander Severin

The interior stair was redesigned and enlarged to make it code compliant. In addition, the existing and rusted
utilitarian exterior steel stair was removed from the street side of the building to reveal the historic facade along
Convent Avenue, and a new contextual concrete and stone exterior egress stair was added to the campus side of the
building adjacent to the main entrance.

Exterior openings were added and enlarged to bring in more natural light, and new historic wood windows were
inserted based on the original 1912 design. With four classrooms the school is capable of accommodating 45
children between the ages of 2 and 6 years. Curved walls soften the interior environment for the small children, and
playful fenestration opens up sightlines and brings unity to the space.
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What are the main ideas and inspirations influencing the design of the project?

Increase visibility and community presence

Create warm and inviting interior for children

Integrate new energy efficient window openings and details in historic facade
Level floors to provide ADA accessibility

Resolve complex existing conditions

Photo: Alexander Severin

How does the design respond to the unique qualities of the existing building?
The exterior was restored and window openings were enlarged to bring in more natural light.

Was the project influenced by any trends in gy ion, ion, or design?
There was a concerted effort to make the project as warm and welcoming as possible while bringing it up to code and
restoring the original 1912 stone building.
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What products or materials have contributed to the success of the completed project?
Cork floors (Capri Collections), wood trimmed openings, and insulated Marvin wood windows with actual divided
lights.

Email interview conducted by John Hill.

Photo: Alexander Severin
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Neri&Hu completes stone-clad whisky distillery in China for
Pernod Ricard

000 00

Christina Yao | 16 November 2021 | 3 comments

Mount Emei forms the backdrop for this expansive whisky distillery, which
Shanghai studio Neri&Hu has completed in China’s Sichuan province.

Named Shan-Shui, which translates as mountain water, the distillery
occupies a 13-hectare site surrounded by mountains and a winding creek.
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Three long buildings feature in the distillery that Neri&Hu has created for
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MKCA completes Carnegie Hill
apartment with hidden doors and
reconfigurable furniture

The buildings contain whisky production facilities

"While shan [mountain] represents strength and permanence, shui [water]
represents fluidity and transformation; they are two opposing yet
complementary forces,” said Neri&Hu.

"In the spirit of this philosophy, the position of the proposal is to conceive a
gesture whose very strength lies in its humbleness and simplicity, by its
profound respect for nature.”

Herzog & de Meuron reveals
second Vancouver Art Gallery
redesign with woven copper-effect
facade

The Museum Hotel Antakya is
designed around and above ancient
ruins

An underground experience centre is capped by a sculptural brick platform

Shan-Shui’s facilities include whisky production areas, which are
contained within three long buildings on the north side of the site.

These buildings, which are tucked into the natural slope of the land, sit
parallel to each other and feature gradually descending pitched roofs.
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Open Architecture unveils rock-like
concert hall in a valley outside
Beijing

A restaurant has a courtyard at its centre

Their roofs are lined with reclaimed clay tiles, which top a concrete
structure intended as a modern interpretation of vernacular Chinese
architecture.

The walls of the buildings are clad with rocks derived from boulders that
were extracted from the ground during site-levelling.

Monolithic walls enclose "quiet and
introverted" Hall of Inmortality in
China by Studio 10

The underground experience centre has a domed atrium

The distillery also incorporates two visitor experience buildings - one
circular and the other square-shaped.

According to Neri&Hu, these designs nod to Chinese philosophy, in which
the circle and the square represent heaven and Earth, respectively.
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The round experience building, which is partially submerged in the ground,
contains five subterranean tasting rooms around a domed courtyard with a
cascading water feature.

Above ground, this building resembles a sculpture composed of three

concentric brick rings, which act as a platform for visitors to enjoy a S O I_I O H O U S E

panoramic vista of the site.

Senior interior designer at
Soho House

Architectural visualiser at
John McAslan + Partners

Global design champion at
Woods Bagot

Senior product designer at
Ippolito Fleitz Group

Senior 3D designer at Here
Design
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A water fountain sits at the centre of one visitor building
The square building, which contains a restaurant and bar, features
cantilevers on two sides - one of which hovers over the bank of the creek.

Neri&Hu organised the dining space around the building’s edges, while an
open-air courtyard at its centre is oriented to frame Mount Emei.

The buildings are dominated by concrete and stone

Concrete and stone are the predominant materials used across the site in
order to visually unify the buildings.

Accent materials include wood and copper, which nod to the equipment
used in whisky production such as aged oak casks and copper distillation
pots.

Wooden detailing references old casks

Neri&Hu is a Shanghai-based architecture and design studio founded by
Lyndon Neri and Rossana Hu in 2004. Other recent buildings completed by
the studio include the Aranya Art Center in Qinhuangdao.

Elsewhere, it completed the Junshan Cultural Center near Beijing and a
campus for elevator manufacturer Schindler in Shanghai that both make
use of reclaimed brick.
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Architect: Neri&Hu

Partners-in-charge: Lyndon Neri, Rossana Hu
Associate director-in-charge: Nellie Yang
Associates: Utsav Jain, Siyu Chen

Neri&Hu completes whisky distillery in China for Pernod Ricard

Design team: Feng Wang, Guo Peng, Josh Murphy, Fergus Davis,
Alexandra Heijink, Vivian Bao, Yota Takaira, Rosie Tseng, Nicolas Fardet,
Yin Sheng, Lili Cheng, July Huang, Luna Hong, Haiou Xin

FF&E design: Design Republic
Landscape design: YIYU Design
Experience design: BRC Imagination Arts

Construction (architecture & landscape): Qi’an Group, Suzhou Hezhan

Construction (interior): K&H International

Read more: Chinese architecture | China | Industrial | Neri&Hu |
Public and leisure | Distilleries | Architecture videos | Architecture |
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Miniature Architecture: 17 Projects that Explore Interior
Design for Children

Written by Dima Stouhi about 24 hours ago A Share

The world certainly looks different through the eyes of a young child; enormous, intriguing, and
somewhat overwhelming, and it has long been believed that what we encounter as children shapes
up our perspective of the world. When asked about his childhood memories in Switzerland, Peter
Zumthor shared that the memories of his youth contain the deepest architectural experience,
which have become reservoirs of the architectural atmospheres and images that he explores in his

work as an architect today.

Having a complete understanding of how children change and grow physically and psychologically
throughout their childhood requires an in depth observation of different factors, such as their
hereditary traits and genetics, the interactions they have with other children and adults, as well as
the environment they are living, playing, and learning in. In celebration of World Children’s Day on
November 20th, we look at how architects and designers stimulated children's autonomy and

promoted their mental and physical wellbeing through architecture and interior design.

Dr. Maria Montessori, an Italian physician and educator, began to develop her educational method
at the beginning of the 20th century. The famed Montessori pedagogy provides techniques and
methods that contribute to the healthy development of children by setting up an environment that
caters to their physical and mental wellbeing and stimulates their autonomy, self-esteem, and

socialization skills.
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Ceiling Lights -
S ic | Axolight

The method tackles three pillars: the child, the conscious adult, and the prepared environment, all
joined together and codependent on one another. This implies that a conscious adult who is well
knowledgeable of child development is required to design the environment, one that is calm,
peaceful, patient, welcoming, harmonious, and respectful for both the children and adults equally.
With that being said, most architects started with the bedroom since it is where the child spends
most of their time, and created spaces that follow through with the Montessori methodology,

combined with other kid-friendly architectural features.

Curved Forms

Safety is perhaps one of the topmost priorities when designing children's spaces, and one of the
most dangerous features is sharp edges and angles, especially when they're aligned with kids' eye
levels or near their heads, hands, and legs. To avoid having to add protective extensions or stickers
on the corners of furniture pieces, designers have resorted to designing curved forms with rounded
and/or smoothed edges. In terms of aesthetics, curved silhouettes give spaces a young, fun, and
modern look that "take us back to our childhood" as explained in ArchDaily's 2020 Interior Design

Trends.

WeGrow / Bjarke Ingels Group
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Sarreguemines Nursery / Michel Grasso + Paul Le Quernec

Safe Materials and Fit-outs

Itis very critical to keep kids zones bacteria free, which is why parents often prefer to have surfaces
that are easy to clean, harsh-chemicals free, and not prone to housing small insects, such as
antibacterial glossy or semi-glossy surfaces, microfiber, or vinyl. In terms of fit-outs, interior
designers have replaced handles and knobs on drawers and cabinets in kitchens and bedrooms
with invisible hardware, ranging from magnetic push latches to integrated handles with concealed
beveled edges. Initially, the objective was to have a minimal space with a seamless and sleek look,

but designers found them to be appropriate and safe for kids furniture as well.

Assemble's Brutalist Playground in London
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Lolly-Laputan Educational Restaurant / Wutopia Lab

Blue and Glue / HAO Design

Scale

In his seminal text Towards a New Architecture, Le Corbusier stated that "a man looks at the
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an adult. In addition, being in smaller-scaled spaces removes the feeling of being overpowered
caused by regular sized rooms and furniture pieces, allowing kids to feel more safe and

unrestrained.

Michelberger Hotel, Room 304 / Sigurd Larsen

Ouchi / HIBINOSEKKEI, Youji no Shiro, Kids Design Labo

Interactive Spaces that Promote Physical Activity

To further promote healthy physical and mental growth, architects have designed spaces that
enable natural creativity and freedom of playing and exploring, whether it's through stacked
geometric structures or built-in games and entertainment, since kids learn best through physical
engagement in the form of games or physical exercises. And while some parents prefer to refrain
from using digital screens and technology at such a young age, others like to engage their children

early on through interactive screens built into their playrooms.

Innocence in Zen / HAO design
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Nia School / Sulkin Askenazi

Surfaces that Enable the Use of Senses

In addition to the digital screens mentioned above, the use of textured surfaces has proved to
further enhance children's sensory receptors. Surfaces that create sound with friction or change
colors help stimulate kids' senses. The same can be said for chalk or white boards, which help
children improve their motor skills through drawing and painting. Mirrors, for instance, stimulate
children’s recognition of their own body and face, and helps them learn how to identify facial

expressions and emotions.

Kids Smile Labo Nursery / HIBINOSEKKEI + Youji no Shiro
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Accessibility and Adaptability

One of the most important characteristics of child-oriented architecture is child-only features,
allowing them to rely solely on themselves. Similar to scale, accessible architecture gives room for
children to explore and navigate the space themselves, however, no child is the same, and each age
group has a different set of spatial needs. This is why it is recommended that spaces be

flexible, evolving in parallel to children's growth.

Geometrical Space for a Two Kid Family / Atelier D+Y

My Secret Garden / Yestudio
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Openness to the Outdoors

Children are not meant to be confined to one particular space; It is at this age where they get to use
all their senses to explore the world around them. Taking into account the importance of outdoors,
architects and incorporated access to nature through direct sunlight, extended landscape from the
outdoors, or water features. Projects built on the ground floor benefit from direct access

to adjacent landscapes, giving children room to be out in the open.

Act for Kids / m3architecture

AKN Nursery / HIBINOSEKKEI + Youji no Shiro
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Color Palette

According to the Montessori method, having a lot of colors and textures in the same environment
can cause confusion and irritation for children, especially those at the younger age spectrum.
Therefore, the method recommends to select very few options to facilitate the development of

decision-making capacities.

Nursery in Adamow / xystudio

Hangzhou Neobio Family Park / X+Living
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This article is part of an ArchDaily series that explores features of interior architecture, from our
own database of projects. Every month, we will highlight how architects and designers are utilizing
new elements, new characteristics and new signatures in interior spaces around the world. As

always, at ArchDaily, we highly appreciate the input of our readers. If you think we should mention

specific ideas, please submit your suggestions.
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